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Chapter NR 21
WISCONSIN-MINNESOTA BOUNDARY WATERS

NR 21.01 Purpose. NR 21.09 Carp as bait.
NR 21.015 License waiver . L
NR 21.02  Definitions. Subchapter Il — Commercial Fishing

NR 21.10 Boundary water restriction.
Subchapter | — Sport Fishing NR 21.1 Commercial fishing restrictions.
NR 21.03 Reciprocity sport fishing or spearing and dip netting.
NR 21.04  Sport fishing; seasons and limits. Subchapter IV — Turtles
NR 21.05  Sale of fish. NR21.13  Turtles.
NR 21.06 Sport fishing restrictions. .
NR 21.065  Fishing near dams. ﬁl%bgga&er V;aﬁse;c?r;g![igr?\g?f?:ﬁand turtles
NR 21.07 Ice fishing shelters. NR 2115 Fish refuges.
Subchapter Il — Minnows NR 21.16 Taking of fish by and for the department.
NR 21.08 Minnow nets and traps. NR 21.17 Conflicting rules.

Note: Chapter NR 21 as it existed on February 28, 1979, was repealed and a hgmrule of a turtle species which may be reduced to a perpos’
chapteN\R 21 was createdfettive March 1, 1979Corrections made under s. 13.93 sessionin a single da:
(2m) (b) 7., Stats., Registefanuary1999, No. 517. g ) Yy . .
(4p) “Deadset gill net” means a gill net that is set and allowed
NR 21.01 Purpose. (1) This chapteralong with other tO catch fish without being moved and without constant net attend
applicablerules and statutes, regulates fishing in ttisdahsin- anceby the operator

Minnesotaboundary waters. (5) Dressedish are fish with the head and viscera removed
(2) Therules contained in this chapter are not intended to, it the tail on. (29.041)
do they authorize, the sale or introduction into interstaer (5e) “Drift net” means a net of antypethat is not staked or

mercefor purposes of human consumption or use fish téeen anchoredat one or both ends and is free to drift or move under the
the Wisconsin—Minnesota boundary watevkich fail to meet or influence of wind or water current, whether or not the net has
comply with food and drug administration (FDA) standards. constaninet attendance.
History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, &f3-1-79. (5m) “Drive netting” means a method of operating a net so
i ) ) that the operator is in constant net attendaand uses boats,
NR 21.015 License waiver . (1) On the first Saturday and motors,oars, plungers or other devidescreate sound or vibra
consecutiveSunday of June each yeao fishing license is {ionsin the water so as to chase, move or drive fish in the direction
requiredto fish the Visconsin—-Minnesota boundary waters.  of the net.

(2) Thelicense waiver of sub. (1) does not apply to commer (5t) “Drive set gill net” means a gill net that is operateéth-

C'z! ft'Sh'an I'lqcen;seAre_(lqlilgr;mNer;t;sé ¢ 5-187; am. (1), Registohpr out being moved and has constant net attendance.
istory: Cr. RegisterApril, , N0.376, ef. 5-1-87; am. (1), Registehpril, e Y N
1989,No. 400, eff 5-1-89; am. (1), RegisteWay, 1995, No. 473, &f6-1-95. (6) “Fisher” means any person engaged in fishing. (29.041)

(6g) “Gill net” has the meaning found in s. 29.522, Stats.

NR 21.02 Definitions. Except as otherwise specifically  (sm) “Hooking” means, as used in s. NR 21.13, any activity
definedin the statutes, ttfellowing terms, for the purposes of thisyhich utilizes a dull-pointed, metal, barbless hook attached to a
chapterare defined as follows: _ ~ staf to remove a turtle from a body of water

(1) Closedseason is that period of the year not included in the (7) | engthof fish is, unless otherwise specified, that distance
openseason for each species of faprovided in this chapter measuredn a straight line from the tip of the snout to the outer

(29.041) most end of the tail with the tail or caudal fin fully extended.
(2) “Commercialfish” means rough and detrimental fish ag29.041)
defined by this chaptershovelnose (hackleback) gaon 25 (7m) “Lower pool 7” means that part of the Mississippi river

incheslong or longer only when taken on setlines, catfish 155 ,ndedon the north by an imaginary line at a compass bearing
incheslong or longer or 12 inches long or longer dressed and buk 651/, degreedrom river milemarker 709.5 to the north end of
heads of any lengtiwhen taken with commercial fishing gear anghe Burlington Northern and Santa Fe mailroad track bridge
all taken while fishinginder a commerecial fishing license on thenatcrosses the Black riveon the east by the Burlington Northern
Mississippiriver. andSanta Fe main railroad tracks; on the south by the U.S. army
(3) Commercialffishing gear or commercial gear is that equipcorpsof engineers lock andam 7 dike; and on the west by the
mentspecifically authorized for use in commercial fishingltig ~ stateline boundary between tonsin and Minnesota.
chapter(29.041, 29.523, 29.526, 29.533, 29.503, 29.516, 29.522)(7r) “Lower pool 8” means that part of the Mississippi river
(4) Commercialfishing licenses are tho$ieenses issued pur boundedon the north bgtate highway 16; on the east by the-Bur
suantto ss. 29.523, 29.526, 29.533, Stats. (29.041, 29.503) lington Northern and Santa Fe main railroad tracks; on the south
(4g) “Constantnet attendance” means the continuous-preBY the U.S. army corps of engineers lock and dam 8 dike; and on
enceof a commercial fisher who remains on the water or idge west by the state line boundamtweerisconsin and Min
within sight of his or her nets at all imes without the aid of visiofesota.
magnifying devices such as binoculars or spotting telescopes,(8) Minnows are all species defined as such in s. 29.001,
exceptthat after a net has been drawn, a licensed commer@aats.,and bullheads not exceeding 4 inches in length. (29.001)
fishermay temporarily leave the net to transport fish taken from (9) Mississippiriver means all waters from the Burlington
the net to a landing. Northernand Santa Fe railroad main trackstiom east side of the
(4m) “Daily bag limit” has the meaning given in s. NR 20.03/ississippiriver extending west from the railroad trackghat
(8) for fish and for turtlesneans the maximum number specifiegbartof the river following the boundary between #tates of Wé-
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consinand Minnesota. Mississippi river includes LaBralaska dam?7 dike, on the east by the Burlington Northern and Santa Fe
andLake Pepin. mainrailroad tracks, on the south by state highway 16, and on the
(10) “Possessiotimit” has the meaning given in s. NR 20.03westby the state line boundary betweems®énsin and Minne
(31) for fish, except in SNR 21.13 where “possession limit” Sota.
meanghe maximum number of a turtle speciegmup of turtle (16) Wisconsin—Minnesotaoundary waters are those waters
speciesset in s. NR 21.13 which may be possessed by a persokradwn as the Mississippi river lying west of the Burlington Nerth
anytime. ernand Santa Fe railroad main tracks on the easbfitie Missis
(11) Roughfish are all species defined as such in s. 29.00dippi river, Lake St. Croix, the St. Croix river from the Burlington
Stats. including amur carp which is also knowngaass carfCte-  Northernand Santa Fe railroad bridge at Prescott, as &north
nopharyngodoridella). (29.001, 29.041) erly direction as the St. Croix river forms and acts as boundary
(11f) “Seine” has the meaning found in s. 29.522, Stats. watersbetween the states ofisfonsin and Minnesotand the St.
Louis river from the north—south ¥&tonsin—-Minnesota boundary
Kne downstream to the Lake Superior beach line in the Superior
entryincluding St. Louis baySuperior bayl ittle Pokegama bay
ilﬁokegamzbay upstream to highway 105, Kimballs pbepward
bay, Allouez bay and all other bays connected to the St. Louis

(11m) “Seinehaul” means a single setting, retrieval and-em
tying of a seine, including placemeuftthe net, driving fish in the
directionof the net, drawing difting the net, or both, to entrap
fish by retrievingone or both ends of the net, bagging the fish
the net, sorting and removal dhe game fish in the net andriver
removalof all fish from the net. A smglselne h‘?‘“' may take more History: Cr. Register February 1979, No. 278¢ff. 3-1-79; am. (2) Register
thanone day to complete from the tirttee net is set until all fish apri 1983, No. 328, &f5-1-83; rand recr(9), RegisterFebruary1991, No. 422,

havebeen removed from the net. efr.d %Ié—sil; am.( %)) RRegi;tde’i;e%emberlls)%973, ’\l;lo. f&f’ ;fél—ll—g;l; cr(zt(r;)), ((Em))
. . an m), am. , Registefebruar , No. X —-1-97 am. (2), (4m),
(12) Setlines are also known as trotlines. (29.041, 29.533)(9)daznd ()15) and c(4g),§4p), (5e), (5ym), (52f, (6007m), (mf (]l)f), (11m), (15p)
(13) Sportfishing is anyfishing, including the methods cem and(15v), RegisterOctobey 1998, No. 514, &f11-1-98; am(16), RegisterMay,
monly known as hook and line fishing or angling, which is-co 882}5\109'558281,’6‘? 671799/CR 04-024: am. (4m) and (10) Register December
ductedwithout a commercial fishinficense and with other than
commercialfishing gearbutdoes not include the taking of turtles Subchapter| — Sport Fishing

andtortoises. (29.041)
(14) Stretchmeasure is the extension measure of net meshyg 21.03 Reciprocity , sport fishing or spearing and

sizewhenever the size of mesh of a net is specified. Stretch mgs) netting. Al residentsof Wisconsin and Minnesota holding
sureshall mean the distance between the extreme angles of gi¥sident fishing license from their respective statessidents
single mesh with the mesh fully stretched. (29.041, 29.518herthan Wsconsin and Minnesota holding an angling or sport
29.523,29.526) fishing license issued by either stateqy fish in any of the waters
(15) Supervisomeans any department employee assigned of the Mississippi riveitying between the Burlington Northern
designatedto oversee fishing activities conducted under thisndSanta Fe railroad tracks on thés@énsin side of the river and
chapter.(29.041) the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific railroad tracks on
(15m) “Turtle”, as used in this chapteneans a reptileaving the Minnesota side of the riveincluding all sloughs and backwa
horny, toothless jaws and a body encloge@ bony or leathery ters,bays and newly-extended water areas connected with the
shellinto which the head, limbs and tail maymetially or fully  mainchannel of the Mississippi river by a channel which is-navi
withdrawn,and includes parts of turtles and turtle eggs. gableat periods when the water is approximately equal to normal

“ " eciecinmi i | elevation as created by the U.S. department of the andy
(15p) “Upper pool 7" means that part of the Mississippi riverP00 . L

boundedon the north by the U.S. army corps of engineers lock afigiNe waters ccf IFakg St. ﬁ&og{l ar21d {he ?th_Crmx_ river and;t?e
dam6 dike; on the east by the Burlington Northant Santa Fe O:JISI’IVEI’ an_ %_lne 5. NF do (16). éngCIp&QCIty ]:’slpp les
main railroad tracks; on the south by an imaginary line at a co ov)\//sfgr?g?:%I?islﬁgflérsgﬁgﬁr;%hi:]p n?ztg%ﬂl t 2% tg4|5n)g ormn
pastsl‘:)eaéin?tﬁf 6B$/2|qeg[ree§| frc;:}n river g“lse rr)[arllger 709'5 tql tha%History: Cr. RggisterFebruarylgw No.92l78e1f. l3—1—7,9 anl1. RegisterOcto
northendof the Burlington Northern and Santa Fe main railroagk; 1998 No. 514, &f11-1-98. '
track bridge that crosses the Black river; ardthe west by the

stateline boundary between i¢onsin and Minnesota. NR 21.04 Sport fishing; seasons and limits. All regu

(15v) “Upper pool 8" means that part of the Mississippi rivelationsapplicable to sport fishing are fdlows unless expressly
boundedon the north by the U.S. army corps of engineers lock aptbvidedelsewhere in this chapter or the |428.11, 29.041)

Kind of fish and locality Open season (both dates inclusive)  Daily bag limit Minimum length (inches)

(1) LARGEMOUTH AND SMALLMOUTH BASS

(a) St. Louis river Saturday preceding Memorial Day to 5 in aggregate 14
March 1

(b) St. Croix river upstream from the dam at St. Croix FallsSaturday preceding Memorial Day to, 5 in aggregate 14
but not including, the second Monday
in September

Second Monday in September to
March 1

(c) St. Croix river downstream from the dam at St. Croix Saturday preceding Memorial Day to 5 in aggregate 14
Falls to the highway #10 bridge at Prescott March 1

(d) Mississippi river Continuous 5in aggregate 14
(2) WALLEYE AND SAUGER
(a) St. Croix river downstream to Prescott First Saturday in May to March 1 6 in aggregate No size limit for saugerl5 for walleye

(c) Mississippi river Continuous 6 in aggregate No size limit for saugerl5 for walleye
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Kind of fish and locality Open season (both dates inclusive)  Daily bag limit Minimum length (inches)
(d) St. Louis river Saturday 2 weeks prior to the Saturday? in aggregate 15

nearest Memorial Day to March 1

(3) NORTHERN PIKE

(a) St. Croix river downstream to Prescott First Saturday in May to March 1 5 No size limit

(b) Mississippi river from Prescott downstream Continuous 5 No size limit

(c) St. Louis river Saturday 2 weeks prior to the Saturday? No size limit
nearest Memorial Day to March 1

(4) WHITE OR YELLOW BASS, CRAPPIES, ROCK Continuous 25 of each No size limit

BASS, SUNFISH OR BLUEGILLS AND YELLOW

PERCH

(5) CATFISH

(a) St. Louis River and St. Croix river downstream to the Continuous 10 in aggregate  No size limit

highway #10 bridge at Prescott

(b) Mississippi river from Prescott downstream Continuous 25in aggregate  No size limit

(6) BULLHEADS Continuous No bag limit No size limit

(7) LAKE STURGEON

(a) St. Croix river First Saturday in September to Octobel per season 50 inches
15
(b) Mississippi riverSt. Louis river and St. Croix river No open season - -

upstream from the dam at St. Croix Falls
(8) SHOVELNOSE STURGEON

(a) Mississippi river from the Red g dam upstream and No open season - -
the St. Croix and St. Louis rivers

(b) Mississippi river from the Red My dam downstream  Continuous 10 No size limit
(9) FADDLEFISH (SPOONBILL CAFISH) No open season - -
(10) ROUGH FISH Continuous No bag limit No size limit

(11) MUSKELLUNGE

(a) St. Croix river and Mississippi river from Prescott dewrSaturday nearest Memorial Day to 1 40 inches
stream March 1
(b) St. Louis river Saturday nearest Memorial Day to 1 40 inches
March 1
(12) CRAYFISH (29.415-new) May 1 to March 1 No bag limit No size limit
(13) TROUT AND SALMON St. Louis river First Saturday in May at 5:00 a.m.to 5 in aggregate of Brook trout 8
September 30, except as providedsin Which only 2 may  brown trout 10
NR 20.20 (16) (g) 1. be brown trout rainbow trout 12
exceeding 15 salmon 12
and only 1 of

which may be
rainbow trout

(14) OTHER SPECIES Inland regulations of adjoining counties as contained in ch.
NR 20 apply

(15) No person may have in possession or under control moreNR 21.05 Sale of fish. (1) Fish, other than rough fish dur
thanthe daily bag limit of fish or turtles while on the ice, watersng the open season, taken by hook &nd, spear or bow and
bankor shore of the \consin—Minnesota boundary waters.  arrow shall not be sold, purchaseshrtered, déred for sale, or

(16) A person may not possess or haveler control more Undercontrol or in possession for the purposesafe or barter

than?2 times the daily bag limit of fish, or more than the possessi@r”"ll’zg'soa 29.539)

limit of turtles when not on the waters or ice during the open sea (2) Roughfish taken by other than commercial gear rhay
sonfor each species. boughtand sold during the open season. A wholesale fish dealer

History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, &f3-1-79; am. (7) (a) and.cr license is required if such fish aseld to any person other than the

§7)b(b)(,l)R(e§)Jisté(:il)DFbC)egbe_rl?i:\‘?, No. §841,9é8f81—'\}—8§§ 5arzf 1(%) f\)é Egenum- () (b) final consumer(23.11, 29.503, 29.539)

0 be ), Crf , RegistemNovember , No. X -1-88; emay. am. f . ; _1_

E)Z)’ (3) and @) of, 4_25989; am. (1) (g)’ @) o (4) an dmérfnum’ 13) K‘)*J(w) EO History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, &f3-1-79.

e(14) to (16), cr(13), RegisterDecember1989, No. 408, &f1-1-90;am. (7) an . -

(11() (a)), R(egi)sterl(:eb)ruar)gl%l, No. 421, &3-1-91; am. (2) (d), (3) (c)(, ()7) ®, NR 21.06 Sport fishing restrictions. (1) Exceptas

(8) (a), (1) (a) and (13), RegisteDecember1993, No456, ef. 1-1-94 am. (1),  otherwise expressly provided, only the following methods or

RegisterDecember1996, No. 492, &f4-1-97 r. and recr(15), RegisterOctober i .
1098, No. 514, &110-1-98r. (2) (b), am. (2) (¢), Registelanary1995, No. 517, Mannersof fishing shall be lawful. Any person: (29.041)

eff. 4-1-99; am. (1), Registedbecember1999, No. 528, &f4-1-00;CR 01-012: (a) May fish for fish with no more than 3 hooks, baits or lures.
am.(2) (a) and (3) (a), Register November 2001 No. 5514e1-02; correction in : . .

(13) was made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register November 2001 No. 51(b) May use dlp nets 3 feet or less in diameter andfa)glyf

CR 04-024: am. (16) Register December 2004 No. 588, eff. 1-1-05 or the purpose of landing fish legally hookeétbwever such dip
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nets may be used to remove winterkilled fish in those areas and/iin 200 feet of any fishwayock or dam byany means other
thosetimes designated by the department by posting. thanhook and line. .

(c) May take,_ catch, kill OI: fish for fish by means of trolling History: CR 01-012: crRegister November 2001 No. 551f, éf-1-02.
from a motor—driven boat, sailboat or other boats. NR 21.07 Ice fishing shelters. Buildings, vehicles,

(d) Exceptin Lake Superipits bays andributaries, may take tents,fish shanties or similar enclosuresy be used on the ice for
roughfish by means of spgasow and arrow or dip nets not tofishing purposes on the Mississippi rivéiake St. Croix, the St.
exceed24 inches in diameter or square only frenmrise to sunset Croix river andSt. Louis river as defined in s. NR 21.02 (16) from
from the Saturday nearest April 21 to March 1, except that the iBetimethe ice forms; provided, howeydéhat all such enclosures
of dip nets not to exceed 24 inches in diameter or square for @fghelters shall be removed from the ice on or before March 1 of
taking of rough fish in the St. Croix river downstream to 8te €achyear The door of any such enclosure sfrelter must be
Croix Falls dam is permitted from the Saturday nearest May 15&guippedwith a latch which will permit the door to be readily
June30 each year _opened‘rp:jn Epr(]a outside atdall tlrj(wjes ;{vt}lled'gwe enclfotshure or shelter

) : ; . : s occupied. The name and residential address of the persen own

(e) May o.nly fish with a line gr Ilngs while they are attgndet:’ng sucph shelter or enclosure must be painted or p%rmanently

(2) Any fish takenand retained in possession that is naiffixed in the English language on the outside of the structure with
releasedreely into the water immediately afteapture shall be |etteringa minimum of one inch square. ResidentS\iconsin
considerecpart of the angles daily bag limit. or Minnesota angling from a fish house shall comply with the law

(3) Possessionf illegal equipment. No speaspring gaff or Qf their respective states relative to Iicensing and identifipation of
bow and arrow shall be possessed in a fish house (shanty). No figh houses. Residents of states other thastdsin and Minne
sonshall have in possession on the water or immediate bank$8fawho hold a nonresident fishing license from either state must

hewater an w and arrover similar devi X r complywith the law of the issuing state relative to the licensing
itngthag%paenyssé%i%? and arrover similar device except du andidentification of fish houses. (29.404, 29.041)

. i . History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, &f3-1-79.
(4) No person mayish by snagging, foul hooking or attempt

ing to hook fish other than in the mouth. Possessing, retaining or Subchapter Il — Minnows
failing to immediately release fish hooketter than in the mouth . .
is prohibited. NR 21.08 Minnow nets and traps. Except as provided

History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, &f3-1-79; am(1) (a), Register in ss. NR 20.'20 and 21.06 (1) (d), no person taixg fish other
December1985,No. 360, of 1-1-86; am. (1) (d), Registdiovember1994, No.  thansmelt with nets or traps the St. Louis rivefNo person may
467,ef. 1-1-95am. (2), RegisteMay, 1996, No. 485, &f6-1-96; CR 01-012: cr takeminnows or shiners from tHgt. Louis river Only those min
(4). Register November 2001 No. 5511, éf-1-02. now seines, minnow dip nets, cast nets, minnow traps or crayfish

o ) ) scoopsdescribed allows and operated in the manner specified
NR 21.065 Fishing near dams. Notwithstanding ss. NR may be used for the taking of minnows:

21.11 and 21.15, which remain in ffct, no person may fish  Note: For the reference to s. NR 20.20, see (73) (L) 5. of that table.

Type of Gear Period Gear May be Used Specifications Restrictions

(a) Seine All year Seines shall not exceed 50 feet in length and 8 feet
in width flat measure and shall not contain mesh
which exceeds one-half inch stretch measure.

(b) Dip Net All year Dip nets shall consist of a square or round frame n@ip nets may only be used by the method of raising
to exceed 8 feet in diameter or square with netting or lowering them in a vertical direction.
suspended from it which when lifted makes a bag
not to exceed 4 feet deep.

(c) Traps All year Traps shall not exceed 24 inches in length and 16 Traps must have securely attached to them a label
inches in diameter with an opening in the throat of or tag bearing the name and address of the owner in
the trap no lager than one and one-half inches in the English language.

diameter.
Traps must be raised and the minnows removed at
least once a day between one hour before sunrise
and one hour after sunset.
(d) Cast Net All year Cast nets shall not exceed 7 feet in diameter or mesh

of more than one-half inch stretch measure.

(e) Crayfish Scoop All year A metal frame covered with hardware cloth not to May be used to harvest crayfish, minnows and
exceed 4 feet in length, 2 feet in width and 18 inchesagon fly larva.
in depth. A handle of any length may be attached.

History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, €f3-1-79; emeag. am. (intro.), df 4-25-89; am. (intro.), Registddecemberl989, No. 408, &f1-1-90; am. (intro.),
RegisterDecember1993,No. 456, ef 1-1-94;CR 04-024: am. (into.) Register December 2004 No. 588, eff. 1-1-04; azetion in (intro.) made under s. 13.93 (2m)
(b) 7., Stats., Register December 2004 No. 588

NR 21.09 Carp as bait. Live carp takermnd possessed for the state they are licensed undEne operation of any commercial

the purpose of bait shall only be transported by boat or other flofishing gear or turtle traps beyond the state line boundaries of the
ing conveyance while in possession orist¥dnsin-Minnesota statein which the license was issued is prohibited.
boundarywaters and by vehicle on and 'nClUdmg state h'g_hwaYHistory: Cr. Register February1979, No. 278, &3-1-79 r. and rect Register
35 androads west from itory, Vernon county to junction with October,1998, No. 514, &f10-1-98.

federalhighway 63 Pierce county23.11, 29.509)
History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, &f3-1-79. NR 21.11 Commercial fishing restrictions. (1) Gen-
Subchapter Il — Commer cial Fishing ERAL RESTRICTIONS. NO person may ponduct _commercial fishin_g
operationsunless he or she has first obtained the appropriate
NR 21.10 Boundary water restriction. For the purpose licenseor licenses required under29.523, 29.526 and 29.533,
of fishing under a commercial fishingense or the taking of Stats.A commercial fisher shall carry each license whith or her
turtles, licensed persons are restricted to the state boundariesitddll times while engaged in any part of commercial fiskding
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shall exhibit the license to the department or its wardens on (r) The use or operation of all commercial gear except those
demand. authorized in this chapter is prohibited in the i$&onsin-

(a) All game fish that are not commercial fish and all fish thadinnesotaboundary waters with the exception of such nets as
arelisted in ch. NR 27 as endangered or threatspedies that are May be authorized by the department. The specifications for the
takenwith any net or setline shdle immediately returned to the N€tsoperated undegontract with the department must be agreed
waterwith as little injuryas possible as soon as they appear in tH@onbetween the states ofisdonsin and Minnesota.
operation.Seines may not be bagged in a manner that causes eithef2) GILL NETS; SEASONS, CLOSED AREAS, GILL NET RESTRIC
gamefish that are not commercial fish or fish that are listed in cRONS. In the Wsconsin—Minnesota boundary waters, peyson
NR 27 as endangered or threatened species tehilie bagged in may conduct commercidishing operations with the use of gill
the net. The presence of dead game fish dinatnot commercial nets,drive netting, deadset gill nets or driset gill nets except in
fish or dead fish that are listed in ch. NR 27 as endangeredtiae manner prescribed as follows:
threatenedspecies in a seine bag shzl prima facie evidence of  (a) Gill nets may be used year round on the Mississipei,
aviolation of this paragraph. exceptfor the areas listed in pars. (b) and (c). No person may

(b) Each commercial fisher shall be present at all times wheRgagen drive netting of fish from the closed areas listed in par
any of his or her nets or setlines are set, placed, tendmueoated. (b).

(c) Measurement of mesh size is by stretch measure. Sucib) No person may set or use gill nets in the following areas:

measurementapply to net meshes when in use andlimvance 1. Within 900 feet below any U.8orps of engineers lock or
will be madefor the shrinkage due to any cause. (29.041, 29.5&amon the Mississippi river
29.522) 2. Goose lake lying in Pierce county

(cf) Noperson may mark or tag a net or setline with his or her 3. All of upper pool 8.

license number or metal tag if the oetsetline is already marked 4 Trempealeau lakes known as Second, Third and Round
or tagged by another licensed commercial fisher Iakeélying in Trempealeau county ’

_(cm) No person may set, place, tend or operate any netor set g | the Mississippi river within 300 feet of the mouth of any
line that is marked or tagged with the license number or metal @tgeamtributary to the Mississippi river

of another persongxcept for crew members acting under the
directionof the licensee while the licensee is present. 6. Inlower pool 8, BlufSlough from 7th Streefownstream
to where Bluf Slough enters Running Slough.

Th limits f i i . . N
(d) There are no bag limits for any commercial species other(c) No person may set or use the typegibiets listed in this

tha(r;)arltrengigpr;fls;ll);g ggédgft:g;hgmﬁn?ﬁ?é?:ging gearis a paragraphn the following areas, during the periods indicated:
b 1. Open water gill nesets are prohibited in Lake St. Croix

public nuisance and will be seized and held by the department s Tom the highway 64 bridge at Houlton, downstream to its cenflu

jectto order of the court. encewith the Mississippi river at all times
(g9) No licensedcommercial fisher or any member of his or her bp :

; o 2. Deadset gill nets and drive set gill nets may not be used in
crewor any person with the commercial fisher or crew may pos . .
sessany game fish that amot commercial fish while operating Rﬂool gl between river mile 780 and 797 from March 1 through
commercialgear on the ice or in the open watershaf state or ay ol. ) )
whentraveling to or from the operation of the gear 3. Dead set gill nets may not be used in all of lower pal 7

(h) No person may possess or control commercial fisipéag anyume. i ) L ) )
not authorized for use in the i¥¢onsin—-Minnesota boundary (d) Additionalgill net restrictions. 1. Only gill nets with a
watersby this chapter while on the ice the open waters of the meshof 7 inches stretch measure oglar may be used.
stateor while engaged in a fishing operation involving those 2. Gill nets may not be used as a drift net and may not be used
waters. asor in place of a seine.

(i) All fishers required to be licensed under the provisions of 3. At each end of every gill net set in open water thbed!
ss. 29.523 and 29.533, Stats., shall complete and submit monligy buoy on each end of the gang. The buoys shall have a staf
reportson forms available from the department. All reports shadixtendingat least 3 feet abowhe surface of the watddpon the
be submitted to the department by the 10th of the mfmiittwing  upperend of thestaf there shall be a flag at least 10 inches square.
eachmonth the commercial fisher is required to be licensed. Eadponthe bowl of the buoys there shall be maintained in plain fig
monthly report shall be signed by the commercial fisligrch uresthe license number of the licensee. On gill nets set through the
commercialfisher shall report all fish sold, whether these fiskce there shalbe maintained on each end of the gang a board or
werelegally or illegally taken or obtained. similar material which shall bear the license number authorizing

(k) Commercial fish taken by commercial gear pursuant to ttfde use of the net.
chapter may be sold only by the licensed commercial fishese 4. Each gill net set in open water shall be lifted and emptied
gearwasused to take the fish. A commercial fisher may not saif all fish at least once each day following the day set. Each gill
fish taken under the authority ahother fishes license, unless he netset under the ice shall be lifted and emptied of fish at least once
or she sells the other fisherfish under the authority of a whele every2 days following the day set.
salefish dealers license. 5. Gill nets may not be set, drawn, lifted or operated in any
(L) Metal identification tags wilbe furnished by the depart mannerbetween one-half hour after sunset and one hour before
mentat a cost of 25 cents per tag, unless they are forfalbuf sunrisewithout prior permission of the department.
frame, slat or trammel net where the cost is &fhts per tag. Note: Contact a local departmeronservation warden or fish manager to request
(23.11,29.523, 29.526, 29.533) prior permission.

; ; 6. Gill nets may not be set in a manner that will shiitrafre
(p) The department or its agents may require any operator, of a .
any commercial fishing gear tzease the fishing operations wheri'@noné-half the width of any channel, bay or slough.
the department finds these operations are destruotyame fish 7. A gill net may not be setithin 1,000 feet of any other net.
or they will endanger any other species of wild animal. (29.041) 8. Shovelnose (hackleback) gfeon may not be taken in gill

(q) The department by its agents, employees or wardens nf&js.
in the absence of tHeensee, at any time, raise any commercial 9. Game fish that are not commercial fish and other fish that
fishing gear with as little damage as may be for inspection.{23.&relisted in ch. NR 27 as endangered or threatened species which
29.516) are taken by gill nets shall be immediatedyurned, carefully and
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with as little injury as possible to the water from which theye (k) Seines may not be set or operated in a manner that will
taken. shut-off more than one-half the width of any channel, bay or

10. No licenseanay join his or her net to that of any otheglough.
licensee. (L) No seine may be set or operated within 1,000 feet of any

(3) SEINES; SEASONS,CLOSED AREAS, SEINE RESTRICTIONS. In  Other net.
the Wisconsin-Minnesota boundawaters, no person may con (M) No licensee or cremember may join a net to that of any
ductcommercial fishing operations withe use of seines exceptotherlicensee.
in the manner prescribed as follows: (4) SETLINES; SEASONS,CLOSEDAREAS, SETLINE RESTRICTIONS.

(a) Seines of any size may be used year round in the water§bfhe Wsconsin—-Minnesota boundary waters, no person may
the Mississippi river, Lake St. Croix and the St. Croix river down conductcommercialfishing operations with the use of setlines
streamfrom the U.S. highway 8 bridge located in St. Croix Fall$xceptin the manner prescribed as follows:
exceptfor the closed areas listed in pars. (b) and (c). No person(a) Setlines may be used in thvaters of the Mississippi river
may use drive netting techniques including tee of airboats, from the Saturday nearest April 1 to October 31, except for the
boats, plungers orother sound producing devices to drive fisltlosedareas listed in pars. (b) and (c).
from the closed ares listed in pars. (b) and (c). (b) Permanently closed aas. 1. Within 900 feet below any

(b) Permanently closed aas. 1. Wthin 900 feet below any U.S.corps of engineers lock or dam on the Mississippi river
U.S. corps of engineers lock and dam on the Mississippi.river 2 Goose lake lying in Pierce county

2. Goose lake lying in Pierce county 3. Trempealeau lakes known as Second, Third and Round
3. Trempealeau lakes known as Second, Third and Roubakeslying in Trempealeau county
lakeslying in Trempealeau county 4. Lagoon, which is located on Barron island within ¢be

4. Lagoon, which is located on Barron island withinébe  poratecity limits of LaCrosse, as well as the connecting waterway
poratelimits of the city of LaCrosseas well as the connecting southto state highway 16.

waterwaysouth to state highway 16. 5. In upper pool 8, the Black river from the Onalaska 9—foot
(c) Seasonally closedeas. 1. Pool 4, between river mile 780spillway dam downstream to the Soo Line railroad bridge.
and797, closed from March 1 through May 31. (c) Seasonally closed@as. 1. Pool 4, between river mile 780

2. In upper pool 8, the Black river from the Onalaska 9—fo@nd797, closed from March 1 through May 31.
spillway dam downstream to the Soo Line railroad bridge, closed 2. |n lower pool 8, Bluf Slough from 7th Streetownstream
from April 15 through October 30. to where BIuf Slough enterRunning Slough, closed from April
3. In lower pool 8, BlufSlough from 7th Streatownstream 15 through October 30.
to where Bluf Slough enterRunning Slough, closed from April  (d) Each licensee is limited to 8 setlines with not to exceed a
15 through October 30. total of 50 hooks on each line or 4 setlines with not to ext66d
(d) A commercial fisher and his or her crew members may rfa@okson each line.
removemore than 100 pounds of catfish per seine haul from the (e) No person may use frogs game fish, whether dead or
Saturday nearest October 1 to April 30. alive, or any part of a frog or game fish as bait on a setline in the
(e) A commercial fisher and his or her cravembers may not Mississippiriver.
takemore than 100 pounds of catfish per @ageines regardless  (f) There shall be a buoy at each endvery setline. The buoys
of the number of seine hauls done in oneg, #layn the Saturday shallhave a stéfextending at least 3 feet above the surface of the
nearest October 1 through April 30. water.Upon the upper end of each &thére shall be a flag at least
() A commercial fisher ankis or her crew members may onlyl0 inches square. Upon the bowl of each buoy there shall be main
take 100 pounds of catfish from a seine haul even if the seine htainedin plain figures the license number of the licensee.

takesmore than one day to complete. (g) Setlines shall be marked byreetal tag which is stamped
(g) Shovelnose (hackleback) sfepn may not be takein  t0 designatehe number of the license issued to the commercial
seines. fisher using the setline. The tag shall be attached to the buoy or

staff at one end of the setline so that the tag will be visible above

(h) Seines may not be drawn, lifted or operategny manner dHesurface of the water

betweenone—half hour after sunset and one-half hour before s

rise without permission of the department. (h) Setlines set in open water shall be lifted and all fish
Note: Contact a local departmergnservation warden or fish manager to requediemovedat least once each day following the day set.
prior permission. (i) Setlines may not be set, lifted, hauled or operated in any
() A seine may not be used as a drift net at any time. mannerbetween one-half hour after sunset and one hour before

() All game fish that are not commercial fish and all fish thaunrisewithout prior permission of the department.

arelisted in ch. NR 27 as endangered or threatepedies that are  Note: Contact a local departmecinservation warden or fish manager to request
takenin seines shall be immediately returned to the water with " Permission. ] ]
little injury as possible as soon as they appear impeeation. (), Setlines may not be set in a manner whicitks of more
Seinesmay not be bagged in a manner that causes eitherfigamethan®sthewidth of any slough, bay or chanrtelany type of boat
thatare not commercial fish or fish that are liste¢th. NR 27 as traffic.
endangeredr threatened species to die while bagged in the net.(k) Shovelnose (hackleback) sjeon 25 inches and over in
The presence of dead game fish that are not commercial fishlemgthmay be taken.
deadfish that are listed in ch. NR 27 as endangered or threatenedL) Game fish and other fish that are listed in ch. NR 27 as
species in a seine bag shall be prima facie evidence of a violaé@@angeredr threatenedpecies which are taken by setline shall
of this paragraph. Rough fish that are not listed in ch. NR 27 tgsimmediately returned, carefully and with as little injury as- pos
endangerear threatened species and commercial fish that agibleto the water from which they were taken.
baggedas part O.f a seine haul may not be held In any b"’.lg’ selne(5) BuFFALO AND FRAME NETS. NO person may use afo or
or other type of live box for more than 24 hours without priof pef.,manets
missionfrom the department. '

Note: Contact a local departmerinservation warden or fish manager to request (6) SLAT AND TRAMMEL NETS. No person may use slat or tram
prior permission. mel nets.
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(7) INCIDENTAL TURTLE CATCH. Turtles taken incidentalo possessin@ valid license issuaghder s. 29.523, 29.526, 29.529,
licensedcommercial fishing operations may be possessatl Stats.
sold. (c) Use a hoop net turtle trap to trap turtles, except when taken
History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, &f3-1-79; am. (1) (n), Register by a licensed commercial fisher under s. 29.523, Stats., incidental

December1981, No. 312, &1-1-82; am. (1) (n) and (o), Registrecember1989, iahi 1 ; P i i
No. 408, ef, 1-1-90: r and recr(1) (n) and (o). RegisteDctobey 1991 No. 430, to fishing authorized under those licenses, unless it complies with

eff. 11-1-91y. (1) (j), RegisterMay, 1996, No. 485, éf6-1-96 r. and recr(1)  all of the following criteria:
(intro.), (b) and (f), am. (1) (a), (9), (h), (i) and (K), @) (cf), (cm), (e) and (2) to (7), 1. It is constructed with no less than 6 inch streteasure
r. (1) (m), (n) and (o)Register Octobey 1998, No. 514, &f11-1-98,CR 01-012: meshnet as defined in s. NR 25.02 (28).

am. (2) (a), Register November 2001 No. 55 ,4ef1-02. . .
2. The net is nylon or other stretchable fabriégté/haynot

SubchapterlV — Turtles beused. _
3. Itis constructed with funnel entrance at one or both ends

NR 21.13 Turtles. (1) AppLicaBILITY. This sectiorapplies Whichare tied df to the sides or the opposite ends. The opening
to the taking and possession of turtles in thésdshsin- N the funnel may be round or oval. _ o _
Minnesotaboundary waters. 4. ltis designed and set so the closed sides sit horizontal in

. thewater
(2) SEASONS; POSSESSIONND DAILY BAG LIMITS. NO person Note: There is no restriction on the size of the trap itself or the number of hoops

may take turtles on the 8tonsin-Minnesota boundawyaters | sedin its construction.

exceptduring the open season established in subF@#)the pur (d) Use a hoop net turtle trap unless it is placed on the bed of
poseof Wisconsin-Minnesota boundary water turtle harvest, thge stream, riverlake or pond so that a minimum @finches of
possessiofimits are the same as the daily bag limits. thetrap is above the watsrsurface.

(3) ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS. No person may do any of the  (e) Use a hoop net turtle trap unless it is checked and the
following: entrappedontents removed at least once each day

(a) Take, possess aontrol a turtle unless the person is in-pos  (f) Place, use or tend more than 10 hoop net turtle traps.
sessiorof a valid approval issued under s. 29.624, 29.28204, (g) Use a hoop net turtle trap unless a stamped or engraved

29.207,29.231 or 29.235, Stats., which authoritteshunting of metaltag,bearing the name and address of the operator of the trap

small game, oran approval issued under s. 29.624, 29.228y the English language, is attached in a marat is visible

29.219,29.231, 29.23529.523, 29.526, 29.529, Stats., whictabovewater and legible at all times.

authorizedishing. (h) Place, use or tend a hoop net turtle trap or remove its
(b) Take turtles by methods other than hoop net tiréips  entrappedtontents unless that persisrthe operator identified on

complyingwith par (c), hand, hook and linepoking or inciden thetrap tag.

tal to commercial fishingquthorized under this chapter by a fisher (4) SEASONSAND LIMITS:

Open seasons Daily bag and
Turtle species (both dates inclusive) possession limit Size limit
(a) Snapping turtle July 15 to Nov30 10 12 inch minimum
16 inch maximum
top shell measured from front to back
(b) Softshell turtle July 15 to Nov30 5 None
(c) All other turtles not listed as threatened July 15 to Nov30 5 in total None
or endangered in ch. NR 27
(d) Turtles incidentally taken in licensed Continuous None None
commercial fishing operations
History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, &f3-1-79; r and recrRegister (2) No person may taken, catdfiisturb, kill or fish for fish of
February1997, No. 494, éf3-1-97. any variety from March 1 to April 30 within 30fet below the
SubchapterV — General Provisions following structures unless posted open with department signs:

(a) Buffalo county (No. 6) Dam 4 at Alma.

NR 21.14 Transportation of fish and turtles. (1) Any (b) Pierce county (No. 48) Dam 3 at Red M.
properlylicensed resident or nonresident holder of an angling Ofistory: cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, &f3-1-79; emay. ct (3) (), ef.
commercialfishing license from the state of Minnesota having-5-80.
lawfully takenfish or turtles in the boundary waters described in
this chapter during the open season therefary land on the - NR 21.16 Taking of fish by and for the department.
consinside of thesaid boundary waters and shall transport sudtiothing in this chapter prohibits the department by contract or
fish with him to the state of Minnesota blye most convenient, otherwisefrom carrying out its management of these boundary
practicableroute. (23.1, 29.041, 29.045) waters as requiredby the law or department policy23.09,

History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, éf3-1-79. 29.401,29.421, 29.424, 29.417)
. History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, &f3-1-79.

NR 21.15 Fish refuges. (1) No person may take, catch,
disturb, kill or fish for fish of any variety in any manner from NR21.17 Conflicting rules. ~ Where there are défrences
March 15 through April 25 both dates inclusive, in, on or along thg elements of the boundawaters regulations of Minnesota and
following described water areas: (23.09) _ . .. Wisconsin,anglers and commercifishers must comply with the

(a) La Crosse county (No. 32)That part of the Mississippi regulationsof the statavhose territorial waters they are fishing in.
river beginning at the Onalaska damilie city of Onalaska, and (23.11,29.041, 29.045)
extendingdownstream for a distance of 300 feet. History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, &3-1-79.
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